Chapter II
NEED FOR THE PRESENT STUDY

Since Independence, universities in India have been
growing in size and number. More than 80% of the total
number of Universities have been started only after Inde-
pendence (Appendix 1).

In the universities, there has been a corres-
ponding growth in the number of departments as
well as students, research scholars and teaching staff. To-
wards hastening development of higher education and
research in the Universities, the Government of India esta-
blished the University Grants Commission (U.G.C.)
through which it provided considerable financial support.
Considering the importance of libraries in the promotion
of higher education, liberal grants have been given by the
U.G.C. in each plan period to universities as well as indi-
vidual libraries to improve their collection, equipment, staff
and services. Besides, some university libraries obtained
financial assistance through the international bodies like
the UNESCO and USAID. As a result the university libra-
ries improved considerably in collection, staff, etc.

Nonetheless, the university libraries in India are not
in a position to provide required information support to the
research clientele. There arose a wide gap between the
information support needed for research programmes and
what is available at present. It is well known that Univer-
sity libraries are not able to provide personal-oriented or
project-oriented information service to research scholars.
It may be for the following reasons :

1. Increase   in the number of scholars   in Universi-
ties ;

32